MAYFLOWER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Christmas Eve Service
Wednesday, December 24, 2025, 5:00 p.m.

Prelude: "Glad Tidings" (Welsh Carol)
Text: Glad tidings, now let all proclaim. This day shall men and angels sing, this day shall men and angels
sing. Messiah now has come to reign. Let's make redemption’s chorus ring. Let's make redemption’s
chorus ring. Hark, hark, hark, hark, hark, hark! New harps are strung in heav'n. New harps are strung in
heav'n. New songs are heard this happy morn. Our ransom’s paid and man’s forgiven. Sing hallelujah, sing
hallelujah, sing hallelujah, Christ is born. Sing hallelujah, sing hallelujah. Sing hallelujah, Christ is born,
Christ is born, Christ is born. Sing hallelujah, Christ is born.

Greeting and Welcome

Opening Prayer (in unison)
God of quiet beginnings, You entered our world not through power or privilege, but through
vulnerability and trust. You came into a world shaped by decrees and demands, by burdens
placed on the weary and the poor. Come now into our midst. As we gather on this holy night,
help us make room for your presence—in our hearts, in our lives, and in our world. Meet us
where we are, especially when we feel displaced, tired, or unseen, and kindle in us the light of
hope, that we may receive the Christ you send. Amen.

Carol 100: "O Come, All Ye Faithful"

Old Testament Reading: |saiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on
them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as
with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots
of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child
has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice
and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Anthem: "The Star" (Welsh Carol)
Text: Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king. Behold there came
wise men from the East, to Jerusalem. Behold there came wise men from the East, to Jerusalem. Saying
where is he that is born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east. For we have seen his star
in the east and are come to worship him. And are come to worship him. When they saw the star, when they
saw the star, when they saw the star, they rejoiced, rejoiced, rejoiced, rejoiced, rejoiced , rejoiced, rejoiced
with exceeding great, great joy. With exceeding great, great joy.

Lighting of the Advent Candles
Carol 123: "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing"

Compassionate Giving
Offertory: "O Holy Night" (Adolphe Adam, arr. Cindy Berry)
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Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Handbell Anthem: "Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow" (Spiritual, arr. Larry Sue)
Text: 1) There’s a star in the East on Christmas morn; rise up, shepherd, and follow; it will lead to the place
where the Christ was born; rise up, shepherd, and follow. Refrain: Follow, follow; rise up, shepherd, and
follow. Follow the Star of Bethlehem, rise up, shepherd, and follow. Leave your sheep, leave your sheep,
and leave your lambs; rise up, shepherd, and follow; leave your ewes and your rams, leave your ewes and
rams; rise up, shepherd, and follow. [Refrain] If you take good heed to the angel’s words; rise up, shepherd,
and follow; you'll forget your flocks, you'll forget your herds; rise up, shepherd, and follow. [Refrain]

Meditation: "EXPOSING THE EMPIRE"
Carol 135: "Silent Night"
Lighting of the Christ Candle

Anthem: "Lullay, Thou Little Tiny Child" (Robert Croo, English Melody)
(Text may be found at Hymn 141 in the hymnal)

Benediction

Benediction Response 466: "This Little Light of Mine"
Verse 1 (hold candles): This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine (3 times). Let it shine (3 times).
Verse 2 (hold candles): Ev'rywhere | go, I'm gonna let it shine. . .
Verse 3 (wave candles): Jesus gave it to me, I'm gonna let it shine. . .
Verse 4 (wave candles): Shine, shine, shine, 'm gonna let it shine. . .
Verse 5 (hold candles high): All in my home, I'm gonna let it shine. . .

Greet One Another
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Pastor Rachel Gehres, Ruth Pasch, Jamie Keller, Chancel Choir, Mayflower Ringers
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In deep appreciation for family and friends
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THE TRIUNE GOD

100

Latin by John F. Wade, 17111786

Trans. by Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, and others

O Come, All Ye Faithful

John F. Wade’s, Cantus Diversi, 1751
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Sing, all ye cit -1-zens of heav’n a - bove!
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THE TRIUNE GOD
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a - dore Him, Christ, the Lord!

John F. Wade, 1711-1786
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1. Adeste fideles,

Nativity

Laeti triumphantes,

Venite, venite in Bethlehem:

Natum videte

Regem angelorum:

Venite, adoremus, venite, adoremus,
Venite, adoremus Dominum.

. Cantet nunc io

Chorus angelorum,

Cantet nunc aula caelestium:

Gloria in

Excelsis Deo:

Venite, adoremus, venite, adoremus,
Venite, adoremus Dominum.

. Ergo qui natus

Die hodierna,

Jesu, tibi sit gloria:

Patris aeterni

Verbum caro factum:

Venite, adoremus, venite, adoremus,
Venite, adoremus Dominum.

THE SON



THE TRIUNE GOD
123 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847
Arr. by William H. Cummings, 1831-1915
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Second verse: “Pleased as man with us to dwell”

Third verse: “Born that we no more may die” and
“Born to raise all those on earth” or “Born to raise all children on earth”



THE TRIUNE GOD

With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is bom in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
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Hark! the her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!” A-men.
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Christ Child, God Incarnate,
Your glory shall shine forever and ever.
You came that we, whom You created,
would be reconciled to You and made whole.
You came that we might have eternity in Your presence
and may always live in Your love.
With joyful hearts, we sing glory to Your name.

Rev. Wayne McLeod



THE TRIUNE GOD
135 Silent Night, Holy Night
Joseph Mohr, 17921848

Trans. by John F. Young, 1820-1885

Franz Gruber, 1787-1863
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1. Si - lent night, ho - ly night, All is calm,
2. Si - lent night, ho - ly night, Shep-herds quake
3. Si - lent night, ho - ly night, Son of God,
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at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav - en a - far,
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Ho - ly In-fant so ten-derand mild, Sleep in heav-en-ly
Heav’n - ly  hosts sing al - le-lu - ia;  Christ, the Sav -ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly peace.

born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is bom!

birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.
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GOD’S COVENANT PEOPLE
This Little Light of Mine

Arr. by Nolan E. Williams, Jr., b.1969—

466

Matthew 5:14-16
Spiritual

Spiritual

5. All in my home, I’m gonna let it shine....
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1. This lit - tle light of mine, I’'m gon-na let it  shine.
2. Ev - ‘’ry - where I g0, I’'m gon-na let it  shine.
3.Je - sus gave it to me, I’'m gon-na let it  shine.
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This lit - tle light of mine, I'm gon-na let it  shine.
Ev - 'ry - where I g0, I’'m gon-na let it  shine.
Je - sus gave it to me, I’'m gon-na let it  shine.
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This lit - tle light of mine, I'm gon-na let it shine.
Ev - 'ry - where I go, I’'m gon-na let it shine.
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm gon-na let it shine.
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4. Shine, shine, shine, I’'m gonna let it shine.... Irregular





